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heatedly over the incompetence of the High Command,
which had not yet conquered all the Riff territory; the system
followed was discussed; some argued with overwhelming
Napoleonic maxims: swiftness, mass, to seek the enemy
wherever he is, and crush him; some based their arguments
on the lessons of the ancient African wars, or wielded the
moral maxims of the last century; teachings, arguments, and
theories, which they thrashed out in public as the supreme
science of triumph/'
Under these conditions, the task of those in command in
Africa became quite thankless.
With the occupation of Dar Drius the cycle of operations
approved by the government had been closed. Nevertheless,
General Berenguer had proposed to the conference held in
Pizarra the continuation of the advance until the tribe of
Beni-Said and with it Mount Mauro, the bulwark of the
region of the Kert, were within the Spanish lines, and oc-
cupying a front extending from Drius through Ichtinen and
Tuguntz, that would seek the position of Timayast by way
of the sea, a line which could be advanced further, if political
circumstances permitted, to Afrau.
On March 18 the great manoeuvre for the occupation of
the plateau of Arkab and the domination of the plateau of
Tikermin was being carried out, at the same time as an
ample field for manoeuvring was being assured for the occu-
pation of Tuguntz and Dar Quebdani, and with it the most
extensive and populated portion of Beni-Said, where Mount
Mauro is situated.
Because of the staunch resistance offered by the enemy,
Tuguntz, the objective, could not be occupied that day. The
vanguards had to take up positions and fortify themselves
half-way to Tuguntz, on some hills where a town called
Anvar was located.
And there they stayed, while General Sanjurjo sent an